

THE BENETTON ARCHIVE

DESCRIPTION
The Benetton Archive, established at the end of 2009, retraces the stages of Benetton Group’s history from the 1960s to the present day. Integrated into the new multifunctional area of ​​Castrette, the Benetton Studios – a former industrial complex transformed by the architect Tobia Scarpa – has a dual function:

• keeper of the historical memory of Benetton Group and its 60-year heritage as a great international industrial and commercial enterprise; 
• workshop of ideas and creativity where the history of tomorrow is built.

The Archive reconstructs the inspirations, values, innovations and stages of the Benetton company history with rigor and with that attitude to experimentation – to looking ahead – which has always distinguished the Group's philosophy.
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THE HERITAGE
The Archive occupies a total area of ​​over 1,200 square meters, with an area serving exclusively as warehouse and storage, and another – which houses all the company documentation – reserved for research and consultation activities, from which two main thematic strands emerge: product and communication.

Among the most interesting elements that emerge from the product area’s collection, the historic knitwear items take pride of place. The collection also contains fabric sheets, sketches, paper layouts from the late Seventies to today, a collection of knitting stitches, historic fashion magazines, technical sheets, color palettes from the Seventies and Eighties, an archive of yarns, color references and yarns currently in use.

In terms of the communication area, the collection includes a vast selection of fashion editorials, catalogues, advertisements, commercials, posters, window signs, periodicals and photographic material – from the mid-1960s to today.

There are also precious design materials from company properties (shops, factories and company offices). 
The Archive also houses some historic machines (including the first dyeing vats and the first looms) that testify to Benetton’s constant technological evolution.

VISITING THE ARCHIVE 
The Benetton Archive is open during office hours – 9am – 6pm, from Monday to Friday – and accessible by appointment for specialist research.
Requests for guided tours – always by appointment – are evaluated on a case-by-case basis, with priority given primarily to private individuals and organizations in the fashion and communications sector, as well as school groups.
Please note that during events – like the Business Culture Week – the Archive organizes extraordinary openings to the public with guided tours.

ENHANCEMENT AND PROMOTION ACTIVITIES
The Benetton Archive is completely aligned with the recent and widespread trend of cultural enhancement of company and fashion archives. It has been invited on various occasions to participate in or to host professional meetings and is currently a member of Museimpresa and ICA (International Council on Archives).
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